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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5





SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study





We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. You will say as the Psalmist





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)
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The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)








Time vs. Eternity


    I'm sure there were some temporary benefits to the rich young ruler in remaining rich.  At the same time, there was sadness (Mark 10:22), and much more seriously, failure to obtain the eternal life that he was seeking.


    In verses that followed this story, however, Jesus described the compensations he would have received even in this life, together with persecution, but added those most significant words:  "in the end, eternal life" (Mark 10:28-30).


    The same faith that causes us to submit unconditionally to the wisdom and authority of God provides us with the assurance of God's favor that is our greatest comfort in this life and our only hope for the life to come.


__________________________
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and do not the truth" , the cleansing blood of Jesus is of no avail to us. This is what the Hebrew writer is talking about in (Heb. 10: 26) "For if we sin wilfully after that we have received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more a sacrifice for sins." 


    Walking in the light is a proactive thing and we can choose to do so or not to do so. The Calvinistic idea of "once saved always saved" will not stand in the light of these truths. 


    May God help us as we strive to walk in the light of His word. If we fail to do so, we are surely in darkness. 


			JP





    There is no question that our nation is facing a crisis of ethics.  The government is aware of its own problems, and ethics committees and investigators abound.  In universities every school has its course in ethics: ethics for lawyers, bankers, doctors, and all the rest.


    According to the dictionary, ethics involves behavior and the standard by which behavior is judged.  There are only two standards possible: human wisdom or divine wisdom.


    A government interpreting freedom of religion to mean "freedom from religion" cannot possibly turn to revealed divine wisdom as the standard.  Universities dare not do so if they wish to maintain their standing in the intellectual community.  All they are left with, then, is human wisdom.


    But whose?  The majority's?  Is a thing right or wrong because a majority accepts or rejects it?  If a race that is in the majority determines to exterminate another race, does that make it ethical?  Is government the final arbiter of right and wrong?  Does government approval give a dictator the right to trample the rights of citizens?  What rights have educators to set themselves up as a standard?


    The only plausible answer to these questions is that every man must do "what is right in his own eyes."  This is the philosophy to which our nation is gradually turning. This is anarchy and its consequences are already shaking the very foundations of our society.








Jesus did not. Jesus was aware of all of the considerations that seemed to forbid the young man's obedience.  But Jesus did not reason with him.  He had called Jesus "good" -- acknowledging Him as God.  If Jesus was God, then that is all that was necessary to make His instructions imperative, reasonable or not.  


    When we try to rationalize the instructions of Jesus to the rich young ruler or to ourselves, we are falling into the same trap as our society.  We feel that we must understand the reason for a command if it is to be considered valid.  This is judging the words of Jesus, rather than allowing His words to judge us (John 12:48).


    Abraham became the father of the faithful by obeying God, even when obedience seemed unreasonable.  This has always been the true test of obedience.


    True obedience will cause us to be truthful (Ephesians 4:25) even when it appears unwise to be so.  It will cause us to respect the teaching of Jesus in (Matthew 19:9), even when it seems unfair.  It will demand that, in view of (I Corinthians 6:9-10), we consider homosexuality sin regardless of our sympathy with the sinner or respect for current social values. It demands that we deny self and put God and others first, even if we are ridiculed for doing so.  It means adhering to New Testament teaching regarding the church and salvation, even if the whole world insists that there are better ways					





Ethics and The Rich Young Ruler


By Sewell Hall








If human wisdom is insufficient, we must turn to divine wisdom.  The scriptures provide us with the only reliable revelation of that wisdom.  Most of us will readily agree with what has been said as it applies to governments and to the professions.  But to what extent are we willing to apply these principles to our own lives?


The Rich Young Ruler


    The rich young ruler must have been shocked when Jesus told him to go and sell all he had and give it to the poor (Mark 10:21).  Most of us have also been shocked, and have felt that we just might have done the same thing the young man did.


  After all, every rational consideration would encourage refusal to do what Jesus said.  The culture of that day, and of ours, rated a man's worth by what he possessed.  The religion of that day reasoned that if a man was prosperous it was evidence of God's approval, while poverty indicated the opposite.  It is considered axiomatic that an individual has a right to what he has obtained honestly and there is no evidence of any dishonesty on his part.  No doubt this young man's self-esteem was based in part on his wealth and if he sacrificed that how could he "feel good about himself"?  Furthermore, God wants us to be happy, and how could he be happy if he gave up everything he had?  The whole concept was on the face of it unreasonable.


Preachers vs. Jesus


     I think most preachers, including myself, have made some effort to rationalize what Jesus asked.  





Walking in Light 


"And this is the message which we have heard from him and announce unto you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all".


(I John 1: 5)





    Have you ever been in the absence of light? I don't mean just in the dark but where there is no light. I have, and I know that it is one of the most frightening things that a human can experience. You are pretty much helpless and your mind goes into overdrive with scary thoughts. If you don't think so, try it sometime.


    Such is the contrast between God and sin. God is light and in Him is no darkness at all. Any sin, even the least of sin (if there is such a thing) separates us from God. Yet, while we all sin daily, there is hope. John gives us this assurance to the dilemma of sin, "but if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanseth us from all sin"


(I John 1: 7). Though we sin, if we are walking in the light of God's word, the blood of Jesus cleanseth us from sin. It is the reason that those who are "called out of darkness into His marvelous light" (I Pet. 2: 9) must continue to walk in the light of His word. To the contrary, 


it is necessary to assert that the opposite is also true. If we "walk in darkness" (sin willfully) 
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FAMILY MATTERS


_____________________________


Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you.


   


   If you are looking for a "church home" or seeking to learn more about the Lord and His purpose for your life you have come to the right place. It would be our privilege to assist you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. Please let us know how we can help.


_______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers








Sis. Marilyn Rich and Bro. Norm and Holly they especially need our prayers at this time. 


Sis. Chris Veteto as she recovers from her latest surgery and other problems of health  


Sis. Carolyn Phillips we are thankful for her recovery


Sis. Margaret Clark recovering from her fall


Bro. Mike Sonen who is to deploy to Iraq he can be reached by cell phone


Bro. Jeff & Tandie Lacquement in their efforts to adopt a baby.


Bro. Malcolm Smith, we are thankful for his new outlook on life.


Let us remember to pray always for each other.


____________________________


Ladies Bible Class


Second Monday of the Month


7:30 PM


At the Building


 _______________________________
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MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Ron Wood


Song Leader---Joe Phillips


Lord's Supper---Brad Bowman


   Asst. 1-----David Brown	


   Asst. 2-----Andy Williams


   Asst. 3-----Norm Rich


   Asst. 4-----Wes Guyton


   Asst. 5-----Michael Burke


2nd Prayer----Ross Statham


Scripture Reading---Ken Gay


Sermon-------Mark Bowman


Announcements----Cecil Douthitt 


Closing Prayer-----Zachary Huff


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer----Joe Phillips


Song Leader-----Brad Bowman


2nd Prayer------Jack Green


Scripture Reading---Grant Hicks


Sermon----Marty Hammond


Lord's Supper----Brad Bowman


Announcements----Cecil Douthitt


Closing Prayer-----Wes Guyton


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Joe Phillips


Invitation---Jeff Lacquement


Closing Prayer---Andy Williams





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Joey Jackson  770-887-9497


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














